
A Reading from Isaiah
Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot—yes, a new Branch bearing
fruit from the old root. And the Spirit of the Lord will res t on him—the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord. He will delight in obey ing the Lord. He will not judge by
appearance nor make a decision based on hearsay. He will give justice to the poor
and make fair decisions for the exploited. The earth will shake at the force of his
word, and one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked. He will wear
righteousness like a belt and truth like an undergarment. In that day the wolf and the
lamb will live together; the leopard will lie down with the baby  goat. The calf and the
yearling will be safe with the lion, and a little child will lead them all. The cow will
graze near the bear. The cub and the calf will lie down together. The lion will eat hay
like a cow. The baby will play safely near the hole of a cobra. Yes, a little child will
put its hand in a nest of deadly snakes without harm. Nothing will hurt or destroy in
all my holy mountain, for as the waters fill the sea, so the earth will be filled with
people who know the Lord. In that day the heir to David’s throne will be a banner of
salvation to all the world. The nations will rally to him, and the land where he lives
will be a glorious place.

The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God

A Reading from Romans
Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures
give us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be
fulfilled. May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in
complete harmony with each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus.  Then
all of you can join together with one voice, giving praise and glory to God, the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted
you so that God will be given glory. Remember that Christ came as a servant to the
Jews to show that God is true to the promises he made to their ancestors. 9 He also
came so that the Gentiles might give glory to God for his mercies to them. That is
what the psalmist meant when he wrote: “For this, I will praise you among the
Gentiles; I will sing praises to your name.” And in another place it is written, “Rejoice
with his people, you Gentiles.” And yet again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles.
Praise him, all you people of the earth.” And in another place Isaiah said, “The heir
to David’s throne will come, and he will rule over the Gentiles. They will place their
hope on him.” I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy
and peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord People: Thanks be to God

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People:  Glory be to thee, O Lord

In those days John the Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began
preaching. His message was,  “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is near.” The prophet Isaiah was speaking about John when he
said, “He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s
coming! Clear the road for him!’” John’s clothes were woven from coarse camel hair,
and he wore a leather belt around his  waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey.
People from Jerusalem and from all of Judea and all over the Jordan Valley went
out to see and hear John. And when they confessed their sins, he baptized them in
the Jordan River. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to
watch him baptize, he denounced them. “You brood of snakes!” he exclaimed. “Who
warned you to flee the coming wrath? Prove by the way you live that you have
repented of your sins and turned to God. Don’t just say to each other, ‘We’re safe,
for we are descendants of Abraham.’ That means nothing, for I tell you, God can
create children of Abraham from these very stones. Even now the ax of God’s
judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the trees. Yes, every tree that does
not produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize with
water those who repent of their sins and turn to God. But someone is coming soon
who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not worthy even to be his slave
and carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. He is
ready to separate the chaff from the wheat with his winnowing fork. Then he will
clean up the threshing area, gathering the wheat into his  barn but burning the chaff
with never-ending fire.”

The Gospel of Christ People:  Praise be to thee, O Christ

ANNOUNCEMENTS

) December 9 - WOW Meeting - 2:00, Kate Gollings home, 2055 Route 105,
Lower Queensbury, In lieu of gift exchange among ourselves, we will be
supporting Transition house this year.  Some of the things they have suggested
are Fuzzy warm socks or slipper socks (Giant Tiger) razors, bubble bath,
diapers size 4,5,6.  Nonperishable food items and cleaning supplies (for when
they move out to a place of their own) They will be very grateful for whatever we
bring!

) December 18 - 4th Sunday in Advent - All Saint’s Pantomime; thanks to
those who have already signed up, please sign up with Suzanne - there will be a
brief practice Saturday December 17 at the church, time to be determined

) Bulletins – if you would like to sponsor a bulletin, kindly make a donation,
contact Suzanne at 478-8898, or ParishofBright@gmail.com or Frank at
459-3637 or frankm@nbnet.nb.ca.  These Bulletins can be given as memorials,
in appreciation, as thanksgiving, etc.


